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TAGS: NASA, PFOR, US, MA 

SUBJECT: NASA NEGOTIATIONS END: RATSIRAKA SAYS STATION MUST CLOSE 

REF: TANANARIVE 1202 

1. DEPENDING ON HOW PRESIDENT RATSIRAKA HANDLES ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
HIS DECISION TO CLOSE NASA TRACKING STATION IN MADAGASCAR, 
ANNOUNCEMENT COULD SPARK XENOPHOBIC AND ANTI-AMERICAN 
DEMONSTRATIONS HERE. 

2. WHILE SUCH REACTION IN OUR VIEW MORE IN REALM OF POSSIBLE 
THAN PROBABLE WE ARE TAKING PRELIMINARY PRECAUTIONS. 
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